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The  Act  concerning  Schools  passed   in   the  year 

1838,  contains  besides  other  requisitions  upon  the 

School  Committees  the  following  provision: 

Sect.  1.  The  school  committees  shall  annually 
make  a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the  sev- 
eral public  schools  in  their  respective  towns,  desig- 
nating particular  improvements  and  defects  in  the 
methods  or  means  of  education,  and  stating  such 
facts  and  suggestions  in  relation  thereto,  as  in  their 
opinion  will  best  promote  the  interests  and  increase 
the  usefulness  of  said  schools;  which  report  shall 
be  read  in  open  town  meeting,  in  February,  March, 
or  April,  in  each  year,  or  be  printed  and  distribu- 
ted for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  and  shall  be  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  town;  and 
an  attested  copy  thereof  shall  be  transmitted  by 
said  school  committee  to  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth,  with  the  official  return  now 
required  by  law. 

As  it  has  been  the  custom  of  this  town  to  receive 
and  act  upon  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
schools,  at  the  annual  town  meeting  on  the  first 
Monday  in  May,  the  Board  have  thought  proper  to 
have  their  report  printed  and  ready  for  distribution 
before  the  meeting,  so  that  the  inhabitants  may  then 
be  able  more  fully  to  understand  and  decide  upon 
the  recommendations  herein  contained. 

To  make  a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
several  Free  schools  in  Charlestown  is  obviously  an 
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arduous  and  delicate  task.  But  the  Board  are  de- 
sirous of  executing  it  impartially.  They  propose 
to  give  a  brief  review  of  the  condition  of  each  school, 
and  to  suggest  in  course  such  alterations  as  appear 
to  them  to  be  necessary  to  be  made  during  the  en- 
suing year. 

The  schools  of  Charlestown  may  be  divided  inta 
two  geographical  classes — those  located  beyond  the 
Neck,  so  called,  and  those  located  within  the  Pe- 
ninsula. The  former  are  called  district  schools,  and 
resemble  common  country  schools,  being  kept  dur- 
ing the  summer  terjn  by  females  and  during  the 
winter  by  males.  There  are  five  of  these  district 
schools;  two  of  them  are  at  the  most  remote  corners 
of  the  town,  and  the  remaining  three  are  situated 
at  covenient  distances  from  each  other,  and  not  very 
far  from  the  centre  of  the  town.  We  will  begin  in 
our  account,  with  the  school  in  the  Gardner  district. 
This  school  is  situated  at  about  seven  miles  distance 
from  the  Town  House,  and  is  contiguous  to  the 
western  part  of  Woburn  and  a  little  less  than  three 
miles  from  W.  Meeting  House.  The  best  road  to 
approach  the  school  house  leads  through  the  middle 
of  West  Cambridge,  turning  to  the  right  as  you  go 
by  the  Meeting-house  in  West  Cambridge.  There 
are  about  fifteen  or  twenty  families  in  this  district. 
During  the  summer  this  school  was  under  the  charge 
of  Mrs.  Evans;  the  average  attendance  of  the  schol- 
ars through  the  summer  was  17 — the  whole  number 
19.     The  school  was  in  a  flourishing  condition,— 
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The  teacher — herself  highly  accomplished  and  hap- 
pily skilled  in  the  art  of  teaching — seemed  to  devote 
her  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
school.  There  were  classes  in  Geometry,  Algebra, 
Astronomy,  and  Natural  Philosophy — nor  were  the 
common  branches  neglected.  She  also  took  pains 
to  give  instruction  in  the  rudiments  of  music.  The 
most  advanced  scholars  were  females.  The  exam- 
ination of  this  school  was  highly  interesting  and  con- 
sidered by  the  committee  on  the  school  superior  to 
any  which  they  had  ever  witnessed  in  the  same 
school.  The  interests  of  this  district  w^ould  have 
been  better  served,  could  Mrs.  Evans  have  been  se- 
cured for  the  whole  year.  During  the  winter  term, 
which  consisted  only  of  four  months,  this  school  was 
under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Wm.  R.  Bagnel.  The 
whole  number  of  scholars  was  24 — there  being  sev- 
eral large  boys  who  do  not  attend  school  in  summer. 
The  average  daily  attendance  w^as  20.  The  school 
did  not  sustain  the  reputation  it  had  so  lately  won. 
The  examination  in  March  w^as  a  complete  offset  to 
the  preceding  one  in  October,  Miss  Austin  is  ap- 
pointed teacher  for  the  ensuing  season. 

The  school  nearest  this  is  called  the  Russel  Dis- 
trict. It  verges  upon  the  town  of  West  Cambridge, 
the  school  house  being  about  a  half  a  mile  distant 
from  that  meeting  house.  This  school  was  during 
the  summer  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Clara  Whitte- 
more.  The  whole  number  of  the  scholars  was  24 — 
the    average   attendance   18.     The   scholars  were 
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mostly  small  children,  but  tliey  were  correctly  taught 
in  their  exercises.  The  teacher  exhibited  fidelity 
and  skill  and  brought  up  the  school  from  a  state  of 
confusion  to  one  of  discipline.  The  Board  were 
happy  to  engage  her  services  for  the  ensuing  sea- 
son. During  the  winter  term  Mr.  Phila.  Russell 
had  charge  of  this  school,  and  under  him  it  was  in  a 
state  of  progress.  The  whole  number  of  Scholars 
was  37 — the  average  daily  attendance  30.  The 
Board  have  found  the  efforts  and  skill  of  this  teacher 
worthy  of  the  highest  commendation.  He  insisted 
upon  thoroughness  from  all  his  pupils.  He  intro- 
duced one  uniform  practice,  worthy  of  particular  no- 
tice— it  was  this — Whenever  a  pupil  made  a  mis- 
take in  recitation  he  was  compelled  afterwards  to 
repeat  that  part  of  his  answer  correctly.  Thus  if  a 
word  in  spelling  was  given  out,  and  it  should  almost 
go  round  the  class,  yet  every  one  who  had  missed 
that  word  was  obliged  to  spell  it  afterwards  as  cor- 
rected— -no  matter  how  much  time  it  might  take  up. 
And  this  is  going  upon  a  correct  principle.  When- 
ever a  matter  is  to  be  learned,  however  simple  it 
may  be,  the  teacher  should  go  no  farther  than  he 
sees  each  pupil  in  the  class  to  understand  him — and 
when  a  mistake  is  made,  though  slight  in  itself,  the 
one  who  made  it  should  himself  repeat  the  correc- 
tion. It  is  not  enough  that  the  teacher  should  make 
the  correction — ^the  right  answer  should  always 
come  from  the  pupil  at  last.  The  school  house  in 
this  district  has  been  much  improved  by  alterations 


District   Schools.  7 

made  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  contained 
in  the  report  of  the  Board  to  the  town  the  last  year. 

The  above  two  schools  contain  about  scholars 
enough  for  one  school  and  one  teacher — and  it  is 
unfortunate  that  they  are  so  remote,  that  they  can- 
not be  united.  As  they  are,  each  of  these  two  costs 
the  town  more  than  any  other  in  town  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  scholars — and  yet,  taking  in  view 
the  constant  change  of  teachers,  they  probably  re- 
ceive the  least  benefit  of  any.  If  the  Russell  Dis- 
trict could  imite  with  the  neighboring  district  of  W. 
Cambridge,  and  the  Gardner  with  the  neighboring 
one  in  Woburn,  those  towns  and  districts  with  the 
same  expense  would  be  far  better  provided  for. 

The  Milk  Row  District  lies  adjacent  to  the  town 
of  Cambridge.  The  school  last  summer  was  under 
the  care  of  Miss  Burnham.  On  the  summer  regis- 
ter there  were  70  names  of  scholars;  but  the  aver- 
age daily  attendance  was  only  50.  Of  course  there 
was  a  culpable  degree  of  absences.  The  commit- 
tee spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  condition  of  this 
school,  while  under  the  charge  of  this  lady  and  of 
her  labors  as  faithful  and  successful;  beside  the  ap- 
probation of  the  committee  she  also  gained  the  con- 
fidence of  the  parents.  During  the  winter  the 
school  was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Joel  Pierce. — 
There  were  82  names  of  pupils  on  the  register,  but 
the  average  daily  attendance  was  only  60.  Mr. 
Pierce  has  proved  himself  to  be  an  experienced, 
faithful   and  thorough  teacher,  very  precise  in  his 
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regulations  and  mode  of  teaching,  and  very  careful 
to  make  the  different  classes  perform  the  exercises 
assigned  accurately  and  with  understanding.  A  t 
his  urgent  request,  he  was  discharged  from  his  en- 
gagement a  fortnight  before  the  proper  close  of  the 
term;  and  consequently  the  examination  which  had 
been  appointed  to  take  place  during  that  time  was 
dispensed  with.  The  committee  on  the  school  how- 
ever, were  there  on  the  last  afternoon  on  which  it 
was  kept,  and  made  a  thorough  examination;  though 
this  happened  unexpectedly  to  the  pupils  yet  their 
appearance  was  highly  satisfactory.  The  Board  are 
happy  to  announce  that  they  have  engaged  the  ser- 
vices of  Miss  Mary  Dodge,  an  experienced  teacher, 
who  will  take  charge  of  this  school  on  the  first  of 
May  next. 

The  Prospect  Hill  school  house  was  erected  three 
years  ago,  to  accommodate  the  inhabitants  living 
near  Prospect  Hill,  who  then  formed  a  part  of  the 
Milk  Row  District.  Miss  E.  P.  Whittredge  was 
the  teacher  for  the  last  summer.  She  had  under  her 
care  61  pupils  in  all,  making  50  the  average  daily 
attendance.  This  lady  received  the  decided  ap- 
probation of  the  Board.  She  was  efficient  and  faith- 
ful. She  divided  the  school  into  six  classes.  It 
was  particularly  noticed,  that  the  youngest  pupils 
had  more  attention  paid  to  them  than  it  is  their  com- 
mon lot  to  receive;  they  of  course  made  unusual 
progress.  Nor  yet  were  the  older  classes  neglect- 
ed— they  lost  nothing  by  the  advancement  of  their 
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juniors.  The  parents  of  this  district  will  be  grati- 
fied to  learn  that  this  teacher  will  again  commence 
her  labors  with  them  on  the  first  of  next  month. 
Mr.  Amos  S.  Allen  was  appointed  teacher  for  the 
winter.  On  his  roll  were  sixty  different  names,  but 
their  average  attendance  was  only  45 — -thus  dis- 
playing  a  degree  of  irregularity  wholly  inconsistent 
with  the  true  interests  of  the  district.  During  the 
first  part  of  the  term  there  was  some  remissness  and 
lack  of  progress  ;  but  during  the  latter  part,  there 
was  a  spurring  up  highly  commendable  and  saluta- 
ry; and  the  examination  at  the  close  was  very  cred?* 
itable  to  the  teacher,  and  to  the  scholars  who  were 
present,  who  formed  but  about  three  fourths  of  the 
whole  school.  In  Penmanship,  there  was  evidentl}^ 
a  great  improvement.  The  teacher,  though  some- 
what inexperienced  appeared  competent  to  perform 
his  duties  and  desirous  of  doing  so. 

The  last  district  to  be  reported  is  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Winter  Hill  District— though  the  school 
house  is  situated  at  some  distance  from  that  emi- 
nence. This  District  during  the  past  year  has  in 
some  respects  been  more  unfortunate  than  its  neigh- 
bors. The  Board  had  appointed  for  the  summer 
term,  a  female  teacher  of  high  character — but  a 
sudden  affliction  in  her  family  prevented  her  from 
entering  upon  her  duties.  At  a  late  hour  the  Board 
were  obliged  to  look  for  another  lady;  but  at  that 
time  the  other  applicants  had  gone  and  formed  oth- 
er engagements  for  the  summer.     After  the  school 
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house  had  been  closed  for  some  weeks,  a  lady  who 
had  formerly  been  a  celebrated  teacher  reluctantly 
consented  to  open  the  school  for  a  limited  period. — - 
She  taught  there  one  month — and  after  another  re- 
cess, another  lady  was  found  who  was  willing  to  be 
employed  just  eight  weeks  longer.  This  establish- 
ment was  therefore  doing  no  good  during  the  sum- 
mer, except  that  it  furnished  in  miniature  to  the 
whole  town  a  felicitous  and  well  timed  illustration 
of  the  decided  disadvantages  of  putting  these  dis- 
trict schools  under  a  constant  change  and  succession 
of  teachers— so  that  a  child  who  attends  upon  one 
of  them  from  the  age  of  four  up  to  sixteen  years, 
will  have  been  placed  under  the  plastic  form  and 
guidance  of  perhaps  twenty  four  different  teachers — 
and  when  he  grows  up  he  may  know  more  instruct- 
ors than  he  has  cousins  or  family  relations; — his  de- 
gree of  indebtedness  to  each  may  be  as  dispropor- 
tionate in  the  one  case,  as  it  commonly  happens  to 
be  in  the  other. — The  Board  wishing  to  make  what 
compensation  was  in  their  power  to  this  district, 
prolonged  the  term  of  the  male  teacher  to  eight 
months,  and  Mr.  James  Hovey,  a  graduate,  was 
chosen  the  teacher.  During  the  term  of  his  instruc- 
tion both  the  spring  and  fall  examinations  took  place. 
The  first  happened  after  he  had  been  there  for 
two  months.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  had 
been  45 — the  average  attendance  31.  The  differ- 
ent exercises  and  general  appearance  of  the  pupils 
were   quite    unsatisfactory — and   it   was   so    made 
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known  to  them.  At  the  examination  on  the  18th 
instant,  it  appeared  that  the  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars had  been  fifty  nine — but  the  marks  of  absences 
against  their  names  had  reduced  the  average  attend- 
ance to  33 — thus  exhibiting  a  shameful  falling  off 
that  cannot  be  accounted  for  by  any  excusable  cir- 
cumstances. Such  irregularity  is  disheartening  to 
the  teacher.  The  25  scholars  who  were  present  at 
this  examination,  appeared  very  well.  The  first 
class  in  particular,  had  made  manifest  progress — 
and  the  Penmanship  of  the  whole  school  was  cred- 
itable.— Miss  Mary  Brown  will  take  charge  of  this 
school  for  the  summer  term,  and  the  Board  have  rea- 
son to  think  that  she  will  give  entire  satisfaction. 

In  all  the  above  schools,  instruction  is  generally 
given  in  Penmanship,  Reading,  Orthography,  Gram- 
mar, Arithmetic,  History,  Geography, and  sometimes 
to  a  few  scholars  in  Algebra,  Natural  Philosophy 
and  Astronomy.  The  teachers  are  generally  wel 
qualified  to  give  instruction  in  these  branches — 
though  some  of  them  may  fail  to  make  their  pupils 
good  readers,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  they  are 
not  good  readers  themselves.  With  regard  to  the 
other  branches,  as  each  new  teacher,  if  he  has 
thought  enough  of  the  nature  of  his  vocation,  to  ma- 
ture any  system  at  all,  has  a  system  peculiar  to 
himself,  the  children  living  in  this  portion  of  the 
town  are  subject  to  many  disadvantages,  from  the 
alterations  of  the  classes  and  from  the  various 
modes  of  teaching.     Add    to  this  the  great  incon- 
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venience  arising  from  having  the  children  of  all 
ages  from  4  to  16  years  in  one  school,  and  from  oblig- 
ing the  master  or  mistress  to  give  instruction  in  all 
branches,  and  to  teach  the  letters  of  the  alphabet 
besides,  and  it  is  not  surprising,  that  these  schools 
have  been  stationary  for  the  last  ten  years,  while 
others  have  been  advancing  in  the  onward  move- 
ment of  the  times. 

For  these  reasons  the  Board  would  unanimously 
recommend  an  essential  alteration  in  the  school  es- 
tablishment of  the  last  three  districts.  For  the 
two  upper  districts,  as  above  hinted,  they  cannot 
devise  any  practicable  plan  of  improvement,  which 
it  would  be  advisable  for  this  town  alone  to  adopt. 
But  as  to  these  three  districts,  it  is  clear  to  them, 
that  they  may  be  placed  under  the  same  arrange- 
ment with  the  schools  within  the  peninsula — and 
without  adding  materially  to  the  present  annual 
cost.  They  would  therefore  propose  that  these 
three  schools  be  changed  into  Primary  Schools  for 
the  younger  children,  and  that  a  Grammar  or  High 
School  be  established  in  the  Prospect  Hill  District, 
making  four  Annual  Schools.  To  carry  this  project 
into  effect,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  raise  the 
schoolhouse  in  that  District,  so  that  a  good  school- 
room may  be  made  in  the  basement  story  for  the 
Primary  School,  and  the  new  School  could  be  kept 
in  the  upper  room.  In  these  four  Schools,  thus  ar- 
ranged, there  would  be  an  average  number  of  fifty 
scholars.     In  the  High  School  one  Master  would  at 
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present  be  sufficient  and  he  should  be  qualified  to 
teach  in  all  the  branches  of  English  Study,  and  in 
the  Ancient  Languages.  His  annual  salary  would 
not  need  to  exceed  $600.00.*  The  inhabitants  in 
this  section  of  the  town  are  fast  increasing,  and  they 
are  erecting  many  buildings.  There  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  have  equal  advantages  for  their  chil- 
dren, with  those  who  live  within  the  Peninsula;  and 
the  Board  believe  that  when  they  are  placed  upon 
the  same  footing,  they  will  evince  the  same  interest 
in  the  cause  of  Education,  and  see  to  it  that  the  at- 
tendance of  their  children  is  more  regular  and  con- 
stant. 

The  Board  have  also  been  petitioned  to  establish 
a  Primary  School  in  the  vicinity  of  Winter  Hill;  the 
Petition  of  fifteen  inhabitants  is  before  them,  repre- 
senting that  they  live  at  such  a  distance  from  their 
schoolhouse  that  the  smaller  children  are  unable  to 
attend  there  ;  and  that  thirty  children  have  been 
kept  at  home  on  that  account.  The  Board  have  vo- 
ted to  recommend  that  the  Board  for  the  next  year 
may  have  power  to  make  some  provision  for  these 
petitioners. 

♦The  whole  amount  now  paid  annually  to  the  teachers  in  these  three  Dis- 
tricts is  $990.  By  adding  to  this  the  sum  of  $240,  the  four  permanent  teach- 
ers can  be  procured  under  the  new  arrangement ;  thus  by  increasing  the  expense 
one  fourth,  the  greater  benefit  derived  will  be  fourfold.  In  order  to  render  the 
Winter  Hill  and  Milkrow  Schoolhouses  more  fit  for  Primary  Schools,  some  re- 
pairs and  alterations  will  be  necessary. 
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The  Schools  within  the  Peninsula  are  divided  in- 
to two  grades:  Primary  Schools,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  children  between  the  ages  of  4  and  8  yrs^ 
and  Schools  for  the  instruction  of  the  higher  classes; 
these  last  have  been  generally  termed  Grammar 
Schools,  but  they  would  be  better  denoted  by  the 
name  of  Upper  or  High  Schools,  as  in  them  all  the 
high  branches  of  English  study  are  taught  to  the 
first  classes,  and  in  the  School  for  boys,  the  Ancient 
Languages  are  also  taught. 

The  Primary  Schools  are  fourteen  in  number. 
The  Board  will  give  a  brief  account  of  each  as  they 
are  numbered,  the  numbers  commencing  with  the 
upper  part  of  the  Peninsula  : 

No.  1.  This  School  is  kept  just  above^  the  Ca- 
nal Bridge,  in  a  building  hired  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Elliot. 
It  is  under  the  charge  of  Miss  M.  B.  Skilton.  The 
whole  number  of  scholars  attending,  is  58.  The 
average  daily  attendance,  55.  The  Board  do  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  this  School  as  one  of  the  best 
of  its  grade.  The  two  upper  classes  can  read  quite 
well,  and  are  somewhat  advanced  in  the  exercise  of 
spelling,  besides  being  pretty  well  conversant  with 
the  Arithmetical  Tables;  the  third  class  can  put 
words  together  of  one  or  two  syllables;  and  almost 
all  of  the  fourth  which  is  the  lowest  class,  have  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  letters  of  the  alphabet. 
The  Teacher  has  taken  pains  to  give  much  familiar 
oral  information,  and  the  scholars  are  ready  in  their 
answers.     But  the  great  forte  of  this  teacher  is  the 
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perfect  order  and  stillness  which  she  is  able  to  main- 
tain in  the  schoolroom ;  these  little  children  have 
been  habituated  to  make  all  their  movements  with- 
out disturbance;  and  in  this  particular  they  may  be 
worthy  of  imitation  by  their  elders  in  some  of  the 
higher  schools.  Miss  Skilton  has  this  had  charge 
over  three  years. 

No.  2  is  kept  in  Eden  street,  in  a  room  hired  of 
J.  K.  Frothingham,  Esq.  Miss  Walker  is  the  teach- 
er, and  has  been  longer  in  this  employment  than  any 
other  of  our  teachers.  Her  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars has  been  78;  the  average  attendance,  71.  This 
School  is  also  in  a  very  good  condition.  The  order 
of  the  schoolroom  is  well  sustained;  the  reading 
good,  and  the  answers  to  the  various  exercises 
prompt.  The  children  appear  cheerful  and  interest- 
ed in  their  various  exercises,  and  their  attendance  is 
remarkably  regular. 

No.  3  is  taught  by  Miss  Charlotte  Sawyer,  in  the 
Vestry  of  the  Methodist  Meetinghouse.  76  schol- 
ars belong  to  this  School  ;  the  average  attendance 
is  69.  The  children  in  this  School  are  in  a  good 
state  of  forwardness  as  to  their  studies.  At  the  last 
examination  which  took  place  on  the  8th  inst.,  the 
first  class  seemed  to  be  better  acquainted  with  the 
Arithmetical  Tables  than  the  same  class  in  some  of 
the  other  Schools.  Good  order  is  preserved,  and 
the  attendance  of  the  scholars  has  been  regular. 

No.  4.     This  School  is  kept  in  School  street,  by 
Miss  S.  L.  Sawyer.     The  whole  number  strictly  be- 
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longing  to  this  School  is  97;  the  average  attendance 
85.  A  portion  of  the  scholars  were  removed  and 
placed  under  the  temporary  care  of  Miss  Esther 
Hay,  who  keeps  a  very  respectable  Private  School 
in  the  neighborhood,  until  a  new  Primary  could  be 
established  within  this  District.  At  the  last  exam- 
ination, the  whole  School  were  brought  together  at 
the  Boylston  Chapel,  and  the  exercises  were  very 
interesting.  These  numerous  scholars  are  con- 
fessedly farther  advanced  than  those  in  any  other, 
and  have  received  a  greater  amount  and  variety  of 
instruction.  The  two  upper  classes  are  composed 
mostly  of  good  readers,  who  read  with  spirit  and  in- 
intelligence.  The  discipline  of  the  School  is  also 
extremely  good.  This  teacher  deserves  great  praise 
for  her  fidelity  and  for  the  extra  pains  she  has  taken 
to  sustain  the  high  reputation  of  her  School.  An- 
other Primary  School  will  be  needed  in  this  vicin- 
ity, and  the  present  Schoolroom  is  not  so  large  and 
well  ventilated  as  it  ought  to  be. 

No.  5  is  kept  in  the  Universalist  Yestry  in  War- 
ren street,  by  Miss  E.  H.  Dodge.  She  had  upon  her 
register  the  past  year,  76  names;  the  average  atten- 
dance has  been  65.  The  condition  of  this  School  for 
the  current  year  is  much  superior  to  what  it  was  in 
the  preceding.  Strict  order  is  observed  ;  the  clas- 
ses are  now  more  forward  in  their  studies  ;  in  the 
first  class  there  are  27,  all  of  whom  can  read  with 
some  degree  of  spirit  and  intelligence.  The  whole 
School  appear  to  be  advancing. 
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No.  6.  This  School  has  been  kept  in  a  small  room 
in  rear  of  Lawrence  street,  and  is  under  the  charge 
of  Miss  Betsy  Putnam.  The  whole  number  is  63  ; 
average  attendance  53.  A  great  portion  of  the  chil- 
dren have  been  kept  away  at  different  times  on  ac- 
count of  sickness — this  is  the  principal  cause  of  the 
backwardness  of  the  lower  classes  as  compared  with 
those  in  some  of  the  Schools  above  mentioned  ;  the 
reading  and  other  exercises  of  the  first  class  are  ve- 
ry good  ;  the  order  of  the  whole  School  is  well  ob- 
served; the  teacher  is  scrupulously  faithful,  and  ex- 
ercises a  good  influence  over  her  pupils.  The  loca- 
tion of  this  School  will  probably  be  changed. 

No.  7  is  kept  in  a  room  hired  of  Mr.  0.  Jaquith, 
in  Harvard  street.  Mrs.  S.  E.  Smith  has  been  the 
teacher  for  the  last  year.  The  number  of  scholars 
has  been  60;  the  average  attendance  50.  Sad  in- 
terruptions from  sickness  have  also  interfered  to  a 
considerable  extent  with  the  progress  of  this  School. 
It  is  however  in  a  fair  state  of  discipline,  and  the 
teacher  seems  faithful  and  assiduous.  The  Board 
are  confident  in  the  belief  that  in  another  year  the 
standing  of  this  School  will  be  elevated. 

No.  8  is  kept  in  the  room  under  the  one  occupied 
by  No.  7,  the  entrance  to  it  being  from  Prescott  st. 
This  School  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  was  not 
in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  but  for  the  last  8  months, 
since  it  has  been  under  the  care  of  Miss  M.  E. 
Chamberlin,  it  has  taken  quite  a  new  start,  and  in- 
creased both  in  reputation  and  numbers.  The  whole 
number  of  pupils  under  her  care  has  been  75  ;  the 
average  daily  attendance  64.  When  she  first  com- 
menced there  were  only  25  pupils  ;  the  increase  has 
been  so  rapid,  that  much  of  the  time  of  the  teacher 
has  been  necessarily  taken  up  in  the  organization 
of  the  classes.  They  are  now  in  a  good  way,  and 
give  promise  of  greater  improvement. 
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The  Schoolhouse  for  No.  9  belongs  to  the  town, 
and  is  on  Common  street.  Miss  L.  A.  Skilton  was  the 
teacher  until  the  15th  of  August  last;  upon  her  re- 
signation, Mrs  M.  H.  Dupee  was  transferred  at  her 
own  request,  from  District  No.  14.  This  School  has 
deservedly  held  for  a  long  time  a  very  high  reputa- 
tion; it  has  been  always  filled,  and  the  attend- 
ance quite  regular.  The  average  attendance  for  the 
past  year  has  been  66  out  of  70,  the  whole  number. 
There  are  but  5  in  the  alphabet  class;  all  others  are 
able  to  read;  all  the  classes  are  making  progress, 
and  the  teacher  is  zealous,  thorough  and  successful 
in  her  arduous  labors;  and  the  moral  influence  which 
she  strives  daily  to  exert,  is  highly  salutary. 

The  Schoolhouse  for  No.  10  is  also  owned  by  the 
town,  and  is  very  inconveniently  situated  upon  the 
Train ingfieid,  in  rear  of  the  Winthrop  School. — 
Miss  A.  W.  Chamberlin  has  been  the  teacher  for 
nearly  four  years,  up  to  the  20th  inst,  at  which  time 
she  tendered  her  resignation.  She  has  been  ex- 
tremely popular  both  with  the  parents  and  pupils. 
Of  course,  the  attendance  has  been  regular,  it  being 
70  on  the  average,  out  of  75,  the  whole  number. — 
The  mode  of  discipline  and  of  teaching  here  adopt- 
ed, has  been  uncommonly  pleasant,  affectionate  and 
winning.  The  teacher  and  pupils  uniformly  wear  a 
cheerful  countenance;  yet  good  order  is  observed, the 
mental  progress  of  the  pupils  has  been  promoted, 
while  the  best  feelings  of  their  hearts  are  equally 
cherished.  Miss  Joanna  S.  Putnam  has  been  re- 
cently appointed  to  this  School,  who  from  the  great 
success  she  has  met  with  in  her  vocation,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  able  to  pursue  the  same  course  with 
the  lady  who  preceded  her. 

No.  11.  This  School  is  kept  in  a  very  commodi- 
ous room  near  the  Square.  Miss  Crocker  had  been 
the  teacher  for  one  year,  until  last  August,   when^ 
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on  her  resignation,  Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Marshall  was 
appointed  in  her  place.  Before  this  year,  it  was 
crowded  with  pupils,  but  owing  to  the  removal  of 
several  families  from  within  the  District,  the  number 
has  been  reduced.  The  whole  number  under  Miss 
Marshall  has  been  only  53;  the  average  attendance 
40.  A  great  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  the  nu- 
merous absences;  many  of  the  parents  seem  to  take 
no  pains  to  have  their  children  regular  and  punctu- 
al in  their  attendance,  and  if  they  do  not  make 
great  progress,  those  parents  ought  not  to  com- 
plain. The  discipline  is  good,  the  teacher  indus- 
trious and  faithful,  and  in  general  the  School  has  ad- 
vanced for  the  short  time  it  has  been  under  her  care. 

No.  12.  This  School  is  under  the  charge  of  Miss 
Ann  W.  Locke,  and  is  kept  in  a  very  suitable  room 
in  the  basement  story  of  the  Boylston  Chapel.— 
The  whole  number  is  60;  the  average  attendance 
50.  The  standing  of  this  School  has  always  been 
high.  Miss  Locke  has  for  several  years  been  favor- 
ably known  to  the  Board  as  a  devoted  and  experi- 
enced instructor.  She  possesses  the  happy  art  of 
governing  by  moral  influence,  and  has  a  peculiar 
aptitude  for  teaching.  Her  School  is  mildly  but  well 
disciplined;  it  contains  many  good  readers.  Those  in 
the  first  class  are  quite  advanced  in  Arithmetic; 
they  have  also  attended  to  the  first  lessons  in  Geog- 
raphy, and  together  with  the  other  classes,  have 
been  orally  taught  in  many  matters  of  common  in- 
formation. 

No.  13.  This  School  is  kept  at  the  Point,  socal^ 
led,  in  a  building  hired  of  Mr.  Ferrin.  It  has  beeii 
under  the  temporary  charge  of  Miss  Battles  the  past 
year.  It  has  been  thronged  with  pupils,  the  school- 
house  being  in  the  heart  of  a  numerous  popula- 
tion, few  of  whom  are  willing  to  send  their  children 
out  of  the  legitimate  limits  of  the  District,  to  School 
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No.  14,  which  is  at  some  distance  beyond. — 92  schol- 
ars belong  to  this  School,  and  the  average  attend- 
ance is  70.  A  portion  of  these  consists  of  children 
who  have  scarcely  been  habituated  to  the  necessary 
restraints  of  the  schoolroom.  This  School  has  not 
been  under  a  very  good  state  of  discipline;  and  it  is 
perhaps  more  difficult  than  any  other  to  govern  well. 
There  are  25  pupils  who  are  not  able  to  read,  and 
all  the  classes  are  comparatively  backward.  Some 
improvement  has  however  been  manifested  since  the 
last  fall,  and  it  will  probably  soon  acquire  a  higher 
standing.  It  will  most  probably  be  necessary  during 
the  ensuing  year  to  form  another  District,  and  es- 
tablish a  new  Primary  School  in  this  immediate  vi- 
cinity. 

The  district  ISo.  14,  comprises  the  farthest 
limits  of  the  town  in  that  direction,  (Moulton's 
Point).  It  was  established  in  1837 — and  a  new" 
and  convenient  school-house  was  erected  by  the 
former  Board,  on  a  lot  belonging  to  the  town  — 
Before  the  school  was  opened,  it  was  ascertained 
that  there  were  many  children  in  the  nei":hbor- 
hood,  w^bo  had  not  attended  any  school,  and  some, 
over  tcB  years  of  age,  who  were  not  able  to  read, 
and  were  growing  up  in  idle  ignorance.  Mrs.  M. 
Fl.  Dupee  was  the  first  teacher  here  5  her  influence 
upon  this  class  was  highly  salutary.  She  took 
great  pains  to  induce  them  to  come  to  school  and 
to  attend  it  regularly.  It  was  an  arduous  task  to 
reduce  these  untutored  youths  to  orderly  habits, 
and  to  get  them  in  a  fair  way  of  making  progress. 
But  by  unremitted,  patient  effort,  by  mild  and 
gentle  treatment,  and  by  a  self-possessed  and 
equable  mode  of  government,  she  was  rewarded 
with  extraordinary  success.  When  she  w^as  trans- 
ferred in  August  last  to  the  school  in  district  No. 
9,  Miss    Lydia  W.  Locke   was    appointed  to  her 
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place.  The  number  of  scholars  has  been  58. — - 
The  average  attendance  50.  All  the  classes  have 
been  improving  rapidly  under  the  new  teacher. — 
The  first  and  second  can  read  well  and  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  rules  of  punctuation.  The  first 
class  are  also  w^ell  acquainted  with  Emerson's 
First  Part  in  Arithmetic.  At  the  last  examina- 
tion, the  exercises  were  highly  creditable — and  the 
school  will,  without  doubt,  very  soon  obtain  a  high 
rank. 

This  completes  the  list  of  all  the  schools  in  this 
grade.  It  will  be  seen,  that  the  aggregate  num- 
ber of  children  attending  the  different  Primary 
schools  amounts  to  991,  giving  on  the  average  to 
each  about  71.  The  aggregate  average  attendance 
in  each  school  would  be  61,  and  thus  making  the 
whole  amount  of  absences  to  be  140.  To  what 
extent  this  number  of  absences  may  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  crowded  state  of  the  school  rooms,  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Board  to  conjecture — but  it  is 
highly  probable  that  some  children  may  have  been 
kept  at  home  on  that  account.  At  any  rate,  the 
town  should  devise  measures  to  take  such  an  ex- 
cuse out  of  the  mouths  of  the  parents  by  making 
suitable  provision  for  the  accommodation  of  all  the 
children  It  will  also  be  seen,  that  these  schools 
are  very  unequally  divided  as  to  the  number  of  the 
children  allotted  to  each.  Most  of  the  limits  of 
the  districts  have  been  established  for  several  years; 
and  it  has  been  found  difficult  since  to  make  any 
partial  alterations.  '  But  some  districts  have  in- 
creased in  population  more  than  others  ;  and  it 
will  soon  be  necessary  to  make  a  new  division. — 
This  could  be  done  more  definitely  and  intelli<i^ibly 
to  the  inhabitants,  were  there  a  correct  map  of  the 
town  drawn  and  published.  Many  towns  have  ac- 
curate maps  of  their  territory  neatly  lithographed. 
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And  such  a  map  of  Charlestown  exhibitinoj  the 
different  streets  and  avenues,  which  might  be  fur- 
nished at  a  moderate  expense,  would  be  of  great 
service  to  the  school  department. 

Before  pupils  can  be  admitted  from  the  Primary 
to  the  Upper  schools,  it  is  desired  and  generally  in- 
sisted upon  by  the  Board  that  they  should  be  able 
to  read  with  correctness,  and  know  the  rules  of 
punctuation,  to  spell  common  words  readily  and 
accurately,  and  to  be  familiar  with  the  Arithmetic- 
al tables.  It  is  also  desirable  that  they  should  ac- 
quire habits  of  docility  and  of  order,  and  should 
learn  how  to  study.  It  is  necessary  that  the 
teachers  should  themselves  be  good  readers,  so  that 
they  may  teach  their  pupils  to  read  naturally,  in- 
telligibly and  with  energy.  The  right  culture  and 
command  of  the  voice,  so  that  it  may  express  in  the 
proper  intonation  and  accent,  the  meaning  and  spi- 
rit of  what  is  to  be  read,  in  the  same  distinct  and 
natural  manner  as  it  is  uttered  forth  in  conversa- 
tion, may  under  skilful  instruction  be  easily  acquir- 
ed in  early  childhood.  But  if  careless  habits  are 
then  suffered  to  be  formed,  if  the  mere  calling  out 
of  words  in  one  monotonous  tone,  in  a  blundering 
manner,  and  without  regard  to  the  sense,  be  then 
allowed  to  pass  for  reading,  the  child  when  grown 
up  will  never  be  able  to  master  this  accomplish- 
ment without  great  hardship  and  struggle.  The 
pupils  should  have  pieces  assigned  to  them,  adapt- 
ed to  their  comprehension,  and  should  often  hear 
them  well  read  by  their  teacher.  After  the  read- 
ing of  the  lesson,  she  should  often  ask  familiar 
questions  concerning  it,  so  as  to  insure  their  atten- 
tion to  the  subject.  And  such  is  the  course  gen- 
erally pursued  in  these  schools. 

It  is  in  the  power  of  these  teachers  also  to  com- 
municate orally  much  interesting  and  agreeable  in- 
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formation  upon  various  common  though  important 
matters.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  children 
from  4  to  8  years  of  age  will  spend  all  their  school 
hours  in  studying  the  book.  The  youngest  chil- 
dren should  not  for  some  time  even  pretend  to  hold 
a  book,  for  if  they  did  ihey  could  only  play  with 
and  abuse  it.  They  learn  the  letters,  and  short 
simple  sentences  from  large  printed  cards,  held  by 
the  teacher  or  hung  upon  the  side  of  the  room.-^ 
But  they  may  learn  much  more  by  listening  to  her, 
who  in  an  agreeable  and  impressive  manner,  may 
interest  them  with  a  variety  of  oral  instruction.—- 
But  she  should  always  be  careful  to  question  them 
afterwards  upon  the  things  she  has  told  them.  It 
is  well  known,  that  adults  can  remember  any  fact 
or  suggestion  communicated  to  them  by  a  friend, 
in  a  pleasant  interview,  much  longer  than  if  they 
read  it  in  the  same  words  from  a  book  5  it  is  more 
true  of  young  children.  In  this  w^ay  these  teach- 
ers can  be  of  more  service  than  by  making  the 
youngest  pupils  hold  constantly  before  their  eyes 
^'books  adapted  for  children."  But  it  requires 
greater  resources  on  their  part,  and  a  constant  ex- 
ercise of  thought. 

It  is  also  a  matter  of  considerable  discrimination, 
to  impose  the  necessary  restraints  upon  these  chil- 
dren, so  that  the  school  room  filled,  as  it  is,  may  be 
the  scene  of  order  and  of  quiet — and  yet  not  injure 
their  tender  forms  by  keeping  them  too  long  in  one 
position,  or  by  any  too  rigorous  confinement.  To 
obviate  this  danger,  the  teachers  have  introduced 
various  manual  exercises  and  bodily  movements, 
by  which  both  physical  and  mental  relaxation  is 
afforded.  These  movements  are  performed  with 
regularity  and  precision,  to  the  delight  and  benefit 
of  the  pupils,  and  are  the  aids  rather  than  the  hin- 
drance of  good  discipline.      The  beautiful  exercise 
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of  singing  too,  has  been  generally  introduced  into 
these  schools,  and  those  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  visit  one  of  them  and  witness  the  children  whose 
countenances  are  beaming  with  gladness,  joining 
their  pleasent  voices  in  some  appropriate  song, 
will  be  convinced  that  in  no  better  way  could  a 
portion  of  the  school  hours  be  occupied.  These 
happy  influences,  combining  together,  have  the  ef- 
fect to  render  the  school-room  a  pleasant  place  of 
resort  to  the  young,  who  go  there  with  minds  more 
willing  and  in  a  more  suitable  state  to  receive  in- 
struction. 

The  Board  are  therefore  happy  to  report  to  the 
town  that  this  large  class  of  our  public  schools  is  in 
so  flourishing  a  condition,  and  that  those  who  have 
them  in  charge  are  so  generally  devoted  to  their 
calling.  They  have  learned  with  pleasure  that 
these  teachers  have  associated  together  for  the  sake 
of  mutual  assistance  and  improvement,  to  qualify 
each  other  more  fully  for  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties, and  that  many  of  them  have  in  various  other 
ways  devoted  much  of  their  leisure  time  to  this  great 
purpose.  The  Board  have  also  observed  another 
good  omen  in  the  fact,  that  the  unpretending  ex- 
aminations of  these  humble  schools,  which  hereto- 
fore were  attended  only  by  them,  are  now  witnes- 
sed by  many  visiters.  With  such  efforts  and  such 
encouragement,  our  primary  schools  cannot  be  sta-- 
tionary; — and  in  proportion  as  these  are  improved, 
the  upper  schools  will  be  essentially  benefitted. 

Of  these  Upper  or  High  Schools,  there  are 
three — and  they  are  designated  as  follows,  the 
Bunker  Hill,  the  Harvard  and  the  Winthrop. 

The  Bunker  Hill  school  is  situated  at  the  Neck, 
and  is  for  pupils  of  both  sexes.  For  the  greater  part 
of  the  current  year  it  was  under  the  charge  of  i\!r. 
Wm.  D.  Swan,  and  of    Miss  C.  Cutter,  assistant. 
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Mr.  Swan  has  recently  received  a  more  lucrative 
appointment  as  Teacher  in  one  of  the  Boston 
Schools.  Our  community  are  however  much  in- 
debted to  him  for  the  high  character  of  his  past 
services,  and  for  the  salutary  influence  he  has  left 
to  operate  upon  this  School.  During  the  first  part 
of  the  year,  the  female  assistant  had  charge  of  the 
smaller  scholars  in  the  basement  room,  and  the  lar- 
ger ones  attended  in  the  upper  room  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  master.  The  Board  have 
thought  proper  to  make  a  new  division  according 
to  the  sexes,  and  place  them  in  different  rooms,  but 
changing  alternately.  It  was  rendered  necessary 
thereby  to  provide  a  male  assistant  also  to  take 
charge  of  the  lower  rooms,  and  Mr.  Robert  Swan 
was  appointed,  whose  duty  it  is  to  give  instruction 
in  Penmanship  and  Mathematics.  This  new  ar- 
rangement was  found  to  be  highly  beneficial*.  A 
difierent  course  of  treatment  is  often  necessary  to 
be  pursued  towards  boys  from  twelve  to  sixteen 
years  of  age,  than  towards  girls.  A  look  or  a  word 
may  sometimes  correct  the  latter,  when  for  the 
same  offence  a  moro  rigorous  discipline  would  per- 
haps be  necessary  to  be  used  towards  boys.  For 
this  and  other  obvious  reasons,  in  these  Upper 
Schools,  the  boys  and  girls  should  be  separated. 

Mr.  Benj.  F.  Tweed  has  been  appointed  Mas- 
ter in  place  of  Mr  Swan,  and  the  female  assistant 
being  by  ill  health  inadequate  to  the  discharge  of 
her  duties,  Mrs.  Tweed  has  been  temporarily  ap- 
pointed in  her  place. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  for  the  year  has 
been  212 — the  present  number  is  185 — the  average 
attendance  135— a  too  great  allowance  of  absences, 
for  which  some  parents  must  be  in  fault.  The 
whole  school  is  instructed  in  Reading,  Spelling, 
Penmanship,  and  Geography,  and  with  the  excep- 
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tion  of  the  lowest  class,  in  Grammar  ;  the  first  class 
which  contains  33,  is  also  instructed  in  Ancient 
and  Modern  History,  in  Natural  Philosophy,  and 
in  Composition.  The  school  passed  a  highly  satis- 
factory examination  in  all  these  branches,  especial- 
ly in  reading  ;  in  singing,  there  are  many  who  are 
very  proficient.  The  Board  are  fully  confident 
that  it  will  maintain  its  former  reputation  under 
the  new  organization.  Its  government  has  been 
always  well  administered. 

The  Harvard  School  for  girls,  has  been  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.  P.  Sweetser  and  Mr,  Charles 
Kimball,  as  Masters,  and  of  Miss  M.  E.  Jones, 
(for  the  greater  portion  of  the  time,)  and  of  Miss 
Furnald,  as  Assistants.  Miss  C.  A.  Johnson  has 
been  recently  appointed  assistant,  upon  the  resigna- 
tion of  Miss  Jones.  The  whole  number  of  scholars 
during  the  year,  has  been  390 — -the  present  number 
335 — the  average  attendance,  295.  There  are  on- 
ly 280  desks  in  the  school  house  ;  and  some  of  the 
scholars  have  been  obliged  to  sit  upon  the  front  seat 
designed  for  the  reciting  class.  Instruction  has 
been  given  in  all  the  branches  specified  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  Bunker  Plill  School,  and  there  have 
also  been  classes  in  Astronomy,  Book  Keeping, 
and  in  Algebra.  In  the  Mathematical  department, 
great  proficiency  has  been  attained,  and  the  penman- 
ship is  generally  good.  In  the  other  department, 
also,  the  scholars  were  forward  in  the  various  stu- 
dies. At  the  examination,  the  1st  class  exhibited 
compositions  of  a  high  order.  The  Masters  have 
paid  particular  attention  tp  singing.  This  school 
has  been  governed  without  recourse  to  corporeal 
punishment,  and  with  great  success. 

The  Winthrop  School,  for  boys,  has  been  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Bates  and  Mr.  Sam'l  Swan,  as 
Masters,  and   of  Miss  Symmes,  and  Miss  Hay^ 
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Assistants.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  for  the 
year  has  been  398— the  present  number  319 — the 
average  daily  attendance  for  the  year,  about  300. 
There  are  only  desks  for  290.  The  same  branches 
have  been  pursued  in  this  school  as  in  the  Har- 
vard, and  in  addition  thereto,  are  classes  in  Chem- 
istry, Political  Class  Book,  Natural  History,  De- 
clamation, and  the  Ancient  Languages.  This 
school  has  had  the  advantage  of  being  under  the 
same  teachers  for  a  longer  time  than  the  others. — 
Both  departments  are  advanced  to  a  high  state  of 
forwardness,  and  are  in  excellent  discipline.  There 
are  a  variety  of  studies  here  pursued,  but  they  are 
all  well  attended  to.  The  reading  is  peculiarly 
chaste,  and  the  penmanship  and  singing  have  not 
been  surpassed.  The  last  examinations  of  this  and 
of  the  Harvard  School,  which  occurred  during  the 
present  week  were  of  a  superior  order.  On  these 
occasions,  the  rooms  were  filled  with  visiters,  whose 
attention  and  appearance  betokened  satisfaction. 

There  was  also,  in  October  last,  a  Union  ex- 
hibition of  the  first  classes  of  the  three  Upper 
Schools,  which  took  place  at  the  Town  Hall,  and 
gave  great  pleasure  to  a  large  audience. 

In  these  Upper  Schools,  the  teachers  rely  chiefly 
upon  moral  influences  to  preserve  good  discipline — 
they  have  recourse  to  a  system  of  marks,  expressing 
merit  or  demerit,  to  promote  a  laudable  emulation 
and  proper  behavior.  In  each  of  the  schools  for 
boys,  a  juvenile  association  has  also  been  formed 
for  mutual  preservation  from  vicious  habits  and  for 
mutual  improvement.  These  societies  are  managed 
by  the  boys  under  the  supervision  of  the  Masters — 
and  have  had  a  direct  salutary  influence  upon  the 
condition  of  the  schools.  To  use  a  common  phrasej 
the  boys  have  taken  hold  of  the  same  end  of  the 
rope  with  the   masters  and  they  pull  together.     In 
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both  of  these  schools,  as  also  in  the  Harvard,  a  well 
selected  library  has  been  furnished,  chiefly  by  the 
exertions  of  the  pupils.  Singing  also  has  its  charms 
and  its  improving  power  here,  as  in  the  schools  of 
the  lower  grade.  The  Board  have  been  inclined  to 
encourage  to  a  proper  degree,  the  introduction  of 
these  new  influences.  They  believe  it  to  be  their 
duty  and  the  duty  of  the  teachers,  to  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  consistent  with  the  great  object  of 
communicating  knowledge  to  render  the  school- 
room inviting,  and  to  make  it  serve  in  reality  to  the 
young  as  a  second  home. 

During  the  past  year  these  schools  have  been 
crowded  ;  and  in  the  Harvard  and  Winthrop  school 
houses,  there  are  not  proper  accommodations  for 
the  present  average  number  of  attendants.  There 
are  besides  in  the  primary  schools  nearly  100  who 
are  ready  to  enter  these  schools  ;  but  as  they  can- 
not be  admitted  there,  the  succeeding  Board  will  be 
obliged  to  make  some  temporary  arrangement  for 
them,  until  they  can  be  permanently  provided  for. 
The  Board  are  therefore  constrained  from  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  to  recommend,  that  arrangements 
be  immediately  made  for  the  establishment  of  anoth- 
er school  of  this  grade,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  school 
house  in  some  central  situation  between  the  Har- 
vard and  Bunker  Hill  schoolhouses.  It  is  believed 
by  them  to  be  the  best  economy  to  provide  a  large, 
permanent  and  substantial  building  for  this  purpose, 
one  which  shall  combine  all  the  conveniences  ne- 
cessary to  an  improved  modern  school,  with  the 
proper  advantages  of  healthiness.  They  propose 
as  a  model  the  new  Elliot  school  house  in  Boston, 
with  the  addition  of  side  rooms  for  recitation;  which 
by  continuing  the  line  of  the  porch  to  the  length  of 
the  main  building,  can  be  furnished  at  a  small  addi- 
tional expense.     It  is  suggested  that  the  best  mode 
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of  reimbursing  the  costs  of  such  a  structure,  would 
be  to  raise  one  fifth  part  of  the  sum  by  taxes  each 
successive  year. 

The  Board  would  also  recommend,  that  in  the 
choice  of  a  Master  for  this  school,  as  also  for  the 
one  proposed  to  be  established  beyond  the  Neck, 
a  competency  to  instruct  in  the  Ancient  Langua- 
ges, as  well  as  in  every  branch  of  English  Study, 
should  be  a  requisite  qualification  ;  as  it  has  long 
been  the  case  with  regard  to  the  Winthrop  School. 

The  Board  believe  that  should  these  proposi- 
tions be  adopted  by  the  town,  our  school  establish- 
ment will  be  placed  on  a  sure  and  honorable  basis. 
The  design  intended  to  be  pursued  in  these  Upper 
Schools,  is  to  give  to  all  the  pupils  thorough  instruc- 
tion in  all  the  common  branches,  and  as  they  are 
well  grounded  in  these,  to  give  additional  instruc- 
tion in  the  higher  brancnes.  It  has  been  the  prev- 
alent mistake  of  Academies  and  other  Seminaries, 
that  exclusive  attention  was  paid  to  the  higher 
branches,  to  the  neglect  of  the  common  studies. 
Our  free  schools  should  never  fall  into  so  fatal  an 
error;  in  them  the  solid  foundation  of  the  common 
studies  should  be  preferred  to  a  superficial  overlay- 
ing of  the  sciences.  The  scholars  should  be  occa- 
sionally obliged  to  review  the  arithmetic,  the  geog- 
raphy, the  grammar,  the  spelling  and  the  reading 
book,  as  long  as  they  remain  under  tuition. 

Thus  have  the  Board  performed  w  hat  they  con- 
sidered to  be  the  requisition  of  the  law  upon  them. 
In  making  this  detailed  report,  they  have  been  as 
particular  and  discriminating  as  they  have  thought 
it  advisable  in  a  first  report  of  this  kind;  hereafter 
it  may  be  expedient  and  salutary  to  be  more  mi- 
nute. At  the  close  of  their  services  for  the  year, 
they  do  not  present  the  Schools  to  the  town  as  be- 
ing in  the  highest  state  of  improvement^   but  they 
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present  them  as  being  in  a  state  of  progression.. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Schools  in  each 
grade  can  be  and  will  be  advanced.  The  establish- 
ment of  the  new  schools  will  facilitate  a  more  thor- 
ough organization  in  all  ; — the  awakened  feeling  on 
the  subject  of  popular  Education,  will  plant  a 
stronger  energy  and  a  more  quickening  impulse  in 
the  bosom  of  every  teacher. 

It  is  desirable  that  those  parents  w^ho  heretofore 
have  been  remiss  in  allowing  their  ehildren  to  be 
irregular  in  their  attendance  upon  the  privileges  of 
public  instruction,  should  take  a  more  correct  view 
of  the  obligations  they  are  under  to  the  community 
and  to  their  families  in  this  regard.  The  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth  say,  that 

''It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  resident  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  the  selectmen,  and  the  school  com- 
mittees, in  the  several  townsj  to  exert  their  influ- 
ence, and  use  their  best  endeavors,  that  the  youth 
of  their  towns  shall  regularly  attend  the  schools  es- 
tablished for  their  instruction.'' 

And  the  Board  feel  as  if  they  had  a  right  to  call 
upon  those  filling  these  responsible  oflices,  to  join 
with  them  in  the  effort  to  bring  about  this  result. 
The  Board  entertain  the  hope  that  the  time  is  fast 
coming  when  the  inhabitants  of  all  classes  will  send 
their  children  to  the  public  schools,  and  cause  them 
to  be  punctual  and  regular  5  then  all  the  children 
will  be  equally  sure  of  having  ''the  best  education 
which  those  schools  can  be  made  to  impart." 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  is 
hereto  appended,  which  embraces  an  account 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Board  for 
the  current  year.  An  estimate  has  been  made  of 
the  necessary  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  it 
is  ascertained  that  for  the  support  of  the  schools 
on  the  present  system,  for    repairs  of  buildings  and 


Recommendations.  3i 

other  contingencies,  an  appropriation  of  $13,000.00 
will  be  needed.  This  demand  is  acknowledged  to 
be  large,  but  the  prosperity  of  the  town  for  the  last 
ten  years,  the  constant  increase  of  its  inhabi- 
tants,  and  the  consequent  proportional  enlarge- 
ment of  our  school  establishment  have  rendered  it 
imperiously  necessary.  The  Board  fully  believe 
that  Charlestown,  which  has  heretofore  been  con- 
spicuous in  its  attention  to  this  important  public  in- 
terest, will  not  now  allow  it  to  languish,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  all  other  towns  are  striving  with  new 
zeal  and  Fiber ality  to  transcend  the  example  which 
this  ancient  town  has  so  long  exhibited. 

The  Act  of  18S8,  imposing  new  duties  upon 
School  Committees,  also  provides  that  they  shall 
be  paid  for  their  services  from  the  treasuries  of  their 
respective  towns.  But  the  members  of  this  Board 
as  in  former  years,  prefer  to  derive  their  compensa- 
tion solely  from  the  consciousness  of  having  endeav- 
ored faithfully  to  perform  the  duty  required  of  them 
by  law,  and  from  the  just  pride  which  they  may 
be  allowed  to  feel  in  common  with  their  fellow  cit- 
izens, in  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  the 
Free  Schools  of  Charlestown. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  would  unanimously 
recommend  that  the  annexed  Votes  be  passed  by 
the  town. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Trustees   of  Charlestown 
Free  Schools. 

GEO.  W.  WARREN,  President. 
THOMAS  BROWNE,  Jr.  Secretary. 
Charlestown,  April  27,  1839, 
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Votes  proposed  for  the  adoption  of  the  town. 

Voted,  That   the  Board  of  Trustees   for  the  ensuing  year,  be  instructed  to 
change  the  present  Winter  Hill,  Prospect  Hill  and  Milk  Row  schools,  into  pri- 
mary schools,  and  to   establish  a  Union  High  School  for  the  three  districts  in 
the  Prospect  Hill  school  house,  and  that  they  be   authorized  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary repairs  and  alterations  of  those  School  houses. 

Voted,  That  the  same  Board  be  authorized  to  establish  two  new  primary 
schools  within  the  peninsula,  and  also  to  establish  a  primary  school  upon  or 
near  Winter  Hill,  should  they  deem  proper. 

Voted,  That  the  same  Board  have  power  to  establish  another  Grammar  or 
High  School  within  the  peninsula,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  procure  a 
site  of  land,  and  to  cause  to  be  erected  a  school  house  thereon,  according  to  the 
accompanying  report.  And  for  this  purpose  the  sum  of  $3000  is  hereby  raised 
by  taxes  for  the  current  year,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Town  be  hereby 
authorized  to  hire  for  this  purpose  the  further  sum  of  $12000  to  be  reimbursed 
in  four  equal  annual  payments  with  interest,  out  of  the  taxes  of  each  successive 
year , 

Voted,  That  for  the   support  of  schools  for   the  ensuing  year,  the   sum  of 
$13,000.00  is  appropriated,  and  the  same  sum  is  hereby  raised. 
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STATEMENT 
Of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  (/^Ae  Trus- 
tees   of  the   Charlestown    Free   Schools, 
from  May,  1838,  to  May,  1839. 


Balance  of  last  year's  account, 

Appropriation  by  the  Town, 

Special  appropriation  to  repair  Russell  District 

School  House, 
Dividend  on  Union  Bank  Stock, 
Interest  on  Surplus  Revenue, 
Interest  on  Town  Notes, 

"      "    Dea.  Miller's  legacy. 
Legacy  of  the  Jate  Catharine  Bradisb  to  be  expended 

in  books  for  the  Schools, 
Received  of  C.  D.  Whittemore  for  books, 


Balance  due  the  Treasurer," 


23  82 

10,000  00 

200  00 

210  00 

1153  76 

108  00 

6  00 

100  00 

1  44 

11,808  02 

314  05 

j{i2,122  07 

*This  deficiency  is  occasioned  principally  by  not  receiving  the 
Town's  portion  of  the  State  Fund,  which  has  heretofore  amounted 
to  about  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum,  and  which 
by  a  recent  law  of  the  Legislature  is  not  payable  until  the  1st  of 
June. 


asjpjssisassjaiB^ 


SALARIES  OF  TEACHERS  OF  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS  WITHIN  THE 

PENINSULA. 


Winthrop 

School, 

Joshua  Bates,  salary, 

900  00 

Do.        do.    for  services  as 

teacher  of 

ancient  languages, 

100  00 

Samuel  Swan,  salary, 

800  00 

Mary  B.  Symmes,  do. 

200  00 

Sarah  G.  Hay,       do. 

200  00 

2200  00 

Harvard  School. 


45  00 

855  00 

800  00 

200  00 

200  00 

N.  Merrill,        salary, 
P.  H.  Sweelser,    do. 
Charles  Kituball    do. 
Mary  E.  Jones       do. 
M.  S.  Fernald        do. 


Bunker-Hill  School. 

Wni.  D.  Swan,  salary,  724  45 

Robert  Swan,        do.  175  00 

B.  F.  Tweed,        do.  157  50 

Charlotte  Cutter,  200  00 


2100  00 


1256  95 


Salaries  of  Teachers  of  Primary  Schools, 

District  No.  1.  M.  B.  Skilton  210  00 

2.  Mary  Walker  210  00 

3.  Charlotte  A.  Sawyer  210  00 

4.  Susan  L.  Sawyer  210  00 

5.  E.  H.  Dodge  210  00 

6.  Betsey  Putnam  210  00 


Amounts  carried  forward,  1260  00  5556  95' 


Amount  brought  forward,.  1260  00          5556  95 

District  No.  7.  S.  E.  Smith  210  00 

8.  E.  M.  Gould,  105 

"  M.  E.  Chamberlain     105 210  00 

9.  L.  A.  Skilton  105 

"   M.  H.  Dupee  105 210  00 

10.  A.  W.  Chamberlain  210  00 

11.  P.  B.  Crocker,  105 

"    E.B.Marshall,  96  92  —  20192 

12.  Ann  W.  Locke  210  00 

13.  H.  W.  Gould,         52  50 

"    E.  L.  Battles,        157  50  210  00 

14.  M.  H.  Dupee        105 

"    L.  W.  Locke  105  210  00 


2931  92 


Salaries  of  Teachers  of  District  Schools, 

Winter  Hill  School. 

Ann  E.  Newell,  20  00 

Ellen  A.  Damon,  45  00 

James  Hovey,  280  00 

Prospect  Hill  School. 

E.  P.  Whittredge,  120  00 

Amos  S.  Allen,  210  00 


345  00 


330  00 


Milk  Row  School. 

S.  M.  Burnham,  120  00 

Joel  Pierce,  192  50 


312  50 


Russell  District  School. 

Clara  D.  Whittemore,  96  00 

P.  R.  Russell,  Jr.  120  00 


216  00 


Amount  carried  forward,  9692  37 


Amount  brought  forward,  9692  37 

Gardner  Row  School, 


M,  W.  J.  Evans,  96  00 

Wm.  R.  Bagnall,  120  00 


216  00 
$9,908  37 


Contingencies. 

C.  R.  Lowell,  coal, 
Charles  Kimball,  disbursements, 
Betsey  Putnam,  do. 

Mary  Walker,  do. 

T.  J.  Elliott,  rent  school  room, 
Josiah  Brackeit,       do        do 
J.  K.  Frothingham,do        do 


Susan  L.  Sawyer, 

do 

do 

0.  Jaquith, 

do 

do 

Harvard  Church, 

do 

do 

Samuel  Ferrin, 

do 

do 

Saral.  Cutter, 

do 

do 

Jona.  Howe,  printing  annual  report, 

M.  Griswold,  rep'ing.  S.  house,  Gardner  Row, 

James  Pierce,  making  fires, 

Jno.  Harris,  School  Books, 

Benj.  Thompson,  fuel, 

Samuel  Daggett, 

Samuel  Stoddard,  printing, 

A.  Stowell  &  Son. 

Joseph  Underwood,  disbursements, 

R.  G.  Tenney,  Jr.  work, 

E.  Gunnison,  rent, 

C.  P.  Gage,  bill, 

Alna  Hatch, 

Universalist  Society,  rent, 

Nancy  Fuller,  taking  care  two  School-houses, 

1S49  4S 

Amount  carried  forward^  9908  37 


1  50 

6  SO 

69 

50 

33  75 

40  00 

40  00 

40  00 

93  09 

50  00 

32  00 

S7  50 

10  75 

8  78 

8  87 

194  25 

428  37 

44  75 

2  50 

59  25 

85  75 

5  93 

25  00 

2  00 

12  40 

47  50 

93  50 

Amounts  brought  forward,  1349  43  9908  37 

Forster  &  Lawrence,  bill, 
M,  H.  Dupee,  disbursemeut, 
Wm  D.  Swan,  " 

Jeremy  Wilson,  work, 
Samnel  Swan,  disbursement, 
A.  C.  Parker,  bill, 
Ann  W.  Lock, 
M.  W.J.  Evans,        " 
J.  P.  Perkins,  sawing  wood, 
Jno.  Pierce,  Thermometers, 
L.  W.  Locke,  disbursement, 
Stephen  Swan,  wood, 
E.  B.  Marshall,  « 

Geo.  S.  Adams,  bill, 
Samuel  Kidder  &  Co,,  bill, 
Mrs  Hall,  bill. 
Sleeper,  Dix  &  Rogers, 
Abijah  Blanchard,  work, 
Dutton  ^  Wentworth, 
J.  B.  Redman,  rent, 
Amos  Haynes,  making  iires, 
E.  L.  Battles,  disbursements, 
A.  W.  Chamberlain,    " 
D.  C,  Wiggin, 
H.  Burnham,  Jr., 
R.  Frothingham, 
M.  B.  Skilton,  disbursements, 
L.  A.  Skilton,  " 

Wm  R.  Bagnall,       " 
H.  V.  V.  Blanchard,  bill, 
Joseph  Phipps,  " 

Wm.  M.  Edmands, 
James  Lawlys,  " 

P.  R.  Russell,  Jr.,  disb'ts, 
Joel  Pierce,  " 

James  Adams  ^  Co., 
N.  Stratton,  sawing  wood, 

1,864  96 

Amount  carried  forward,  11773  3S 


1349  43 

3S 

24 

2 

48 

7 

75 

91 

34 

24  62 

2 

64 

2  46 

50 

21 

00 

14 

68 

1 

14 

17 

60 

2 

17 

5  00 

14 

35 

9 

75 

2 

38 

33 

20 

1 

33 

25 

00 

1 

50 

1 

00 

1 

50 

1 

50 

10  00 

10  00 

50 

52 

45 

16 

39 

12  00 

76  97 

95 

B  00 

1 

00 

17 

97 

87 

10 

8 


Amount  brought  forward,  11773  83 

Repairs  of  Russell  Dist.  School-house, 

R.  G.  Tenny,  bill  work,  210  74 

Benj.  Trask,  "  4  00 

Moses  Bacon,         "  84  00 

248  74 

Mrs  Bradish's  legacy,  expended  in  Bibles  and 

Testaments,  for  the  use   of  the  Schools,  100  00 


$12,122  07 


E.  E.  Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  P.  MACKINTIRE,  Treas. 
Charlestown,  April  16,  1839. 


Charlestown,  April  16, 1839. — The  undersigned,  appointed  a  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  for  the  past  year,  have  attended  to  this  duty,  and  find  the 
foregoing  account  correctly  entered  and  properly  vouched:  leaving 
a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of  three  hundred  fourteen  and   5-100 

dollars. 

RICHARD  FROTHINGHAM,  Jr., 

CHARLES  FORSTER. 


The  Funds  of  the  Trustees  are  as  follows : 

35  Shares  of  Union  Bank  Stock,  $3500 

Town  Notes  on  Interest,  a  6  per.  cent.,  1300 

Dea.  Thomas  Miller's  Legacy,  100 


$5400 


Besides  the  above,  the  interest  of  the  Town's  portion  of  the  "Sur- 
plus Revenue,"  amounting  to  $19,229  S3,  has  been  appropriated  by 
the  town  for  the  improvement  of  the  Schools,  in  addition  to  the  or- 
dinary appropriations.     The  income  of  which  is  $1153  76. 
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